[bookmark: _GoBack]A question asked of us in the course of our recent Pilgrimage of Hope was – ‘What is the world asking of us, as Mercies, today?’  One answer, I believe, could be found in Mark Gaetani’s alarming words: ‘Poverty is deepening in Australia, and it is up to policymakers, and those of us above the poverty line, to ensure it doesn’t become the new normal for even more families.’  (Currently 3.93 million people). We, as Australians living ‘above the poverty line,’ surely have a responsibility to prevent this from happening.
 Over the last half-year, we have been involved in a ‘purposeful’ Pilgrimage, the goal ‘planetary transformation’.  In the final step, we are asked about future action we might undertake to help bring this about - critique is not enough, we were told.  And when I read that ‘Poverty proliferates because our policies and culture allow it’, I hope that one future action might be advocating, as individuals and, more effectively, as a group, on behalf of those Australians suffering such appalling injustice.
 We began as Mercies, with Catherine, and her first companions, responding to the poverty that existed in Dublin at that time.  Perhaps we, as Mercies, could respond to the poverty existing in Australia at this time.  It is, after all, our Charism, come to us through our founder, Catherine McAuley.
