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Memories … Gratitude … Legacy 

The month of November evokes memories of those who have died – those we have loved, those with 

whom we have worked and those who have left us a legacy which enables and inspires our lives today. 

These memories can bring us a quiet joy, can still be quite raw or can be an inspiration and                          

guide to us in our lives. 

November is a precious month and as we encounter it, especially on the major feasts of All Saints and All 

Souls, we are encouraged to pray for those who have gone before us - family and friends, and those who 

have touched our lives. We are also called to pray for those who may have no one to pray for them. In this 

way we are joined to others in the Christian family and reminded that we are a wide community united in 

our belief in Jesus and his Resurrection.                                                                                                                       

We understand this as the Communion of Saints – the mystical Body of Christ.  Together the living form with 

the dead, one community of memory and hope, a holy people touched with the fire of the Spirit, summoned to go forth 

as companions bringing the face of divine compassion into everyday life.          (Elizabeth A. Johnson) 

 

 

 

        

 

Let us reflect…         

For what are we grateful in their lives? 

What has been their legacy to us? 

Catherine reminds us of:                                                                             

 … Gratitude of the Heart …  

    ‘The most acceptable return a benefactor can receive is a countenance testifying the gratitude of the heart’ 

… Her Legacy of Charity …  

‘My legacy to the Institute is charity: if you preserve the peace and union which has never been 

violated among us, you will feel, even in this world, a happiness that will surprise you and be to you a 

forestate of the bliss prepared for every one of you in heaven’ 

Gospel Reflection: All Saints Day  The Beatitudes – Matthew 5: 3-11 (NRSV) 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will 

be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the 

pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 

you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account”.          

As we journey through November let us not underestimate the Legacy of our lives for others as we strive to 

live the Beatitudes. Others make meaning of our lives from the ways in which we live each day (our witness) – 

God comes to us disguised as our lives (Rohr) and we respond by ‘doing ordinary things extraordinarily well’. 

(Catherine McAuley) 

This daily legacy is reflected beautifully in the attached tribute by Jim Quillinan to the recently deceased Sr 

Mary Duffy RSM whom I also had the privilege of knowing. (overleaf).       

As we gather let us remember those who are precious to us …          

    Let us name them and perhaps light a candle… 
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