
There is a leader in every chair

Eve
ry

on
e 

be
lon

gs

We g
ain e

nergy in the encounter

A Place to Call Home
I Gat Ples Wei Yumi Kolim Em As Ples

Integral Ecology
Olgeta Samting I Konekt Wantaim



Framework Statement
Integral Ecology is at the heart of our Mercy mission and faith tradition as we continue to protect and co-
create “A place to call home”. Integral Ecology recognises the interconnection and interdependence of 
Earth’s natural systems (eg weather) and human made systems (eg economy) along with our spirituality 
and faith traditions. 

We are “all together one” in the universe, united by our common origins and a shared spark within for the 
regeneration of all life on Earth. Around this campfire there is a leader in every chair, ready to serve. 

We recognise that the cry of Earth and the cry of those rendered poor are one cry. We find ourselves in 
“one complex crisis which is both social and environmental.” (LS, 139)

Our Mercy values align with Integral Ecology, and the theology and spirituality which underpin it. Our 
Constitutions state: “We know that as members of the Earth community, we are integrally connected with 
each other and with the whole of creation” (Const 2. 02). 

We also recognise that “[l]living our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of 
virtue; it is not an optional extra or a secondary aspect of our Christian experience” (LS, 217). It arises out 
of our commitment to gospel justice and our contemplative stance towards the mystery of God as revealed 
in the ongoing story of the universe.

In addition to completing our advocacy work, on-ground projects and achieving targets, we turn our 
attention now to live into the realities and uncertainties happening around us and our deep desire to love 
this world. 

	 “My work is loving the world…
	 Let me keep my mind on what matters,
	 Which is my work, 
	 Which is mostly standing still and learning to be astonished.”

	 Mary Oliver

Through this we are drawn into communion, a relationship with people, all of creation and divine mystery 
as it unfolds, regardless of the outcome. This wonder leads to our living of the Eighth work of Mercy, “Give 
Mercy to our Common Home”.
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From a place of awe and wonder we make these 
commitments:

We maintain our commitment to walk with and learn 
deep wisdom from First Peoples as healers and 
protectors of Country, culture, lands and waters. 

We oppose those human actions which harm 
Earth’s species and life-support systems, especially 
extractive industries and economies that threaten 
planetary health as well as cultural integrity. 

We stand with those willing to defend and 
regenerate life, with vulnerable communities already 
experiencing the consequences of the changing 
climate, toxic pollution, species loss, and land 
degradation.

We commit ourselves to a process of regeneration 
for these times by asking: 

	 Can we open to the possibility that the world 
is radically different from the one that we 
imagined? 

	 How do we function and remain present within 
the world that is so radically different?

	 How do we continue to be astonished and 
delighted by the world?

	 How do we confront our feelings of 
powerlessness, fear, despair and anger?

	 How do we read the signs of the times now? 
	 Where does mission lead us now? 
	 Are we willing to commit to local circles that 

might explore these times together?

We Journey Together
We work from the principle of caring for our 
common home, which includes us as part of 
creation. 

We stand for the protection of the integrity and 
function of the nine planetary boundaries1 which 
maintain Earth’s ability to buffer stresses it currently 
experiences.  

In the spirit of our Constitutions, the Institute affirms 
Pope Francis’ appeal to the peoples of the world 
to undergo “an ‘ecological conversion’, whereby 
the effects of [our] encounter with Jesus Christ 
become evident in [our] relationship with the world 
around [us]” (Laudato Si’, 217). We recognise 
that the planet is faced with global deterioration 
and destruction at an unprecedented rate, that 
“the world in which we live is collapsing and may 
be nearing the breaking point” (Laudate Deum, 
2) but that “[h]umanity still has the ability to work 
together…” (LS, 13).

To do this we continue our commitment to the seven 
Goals of the Laudato Si’ Action Plan.
1 The Stockholm Resilience Centre Nine Planetary Boundaries 
are Climate change, Change in biosphere integrity 
(biodiversity loss and species extinction), Stratospheric 
ozone depletion, Ocean acidification, Biogeochemical flows 
(phosphorus and nitrogen cycles), Land-system change (for 
example deforestation), Freshwater use, Atmospheric aerosol 
loading (microscopic particles in the atmosphere that affect 
climate and living organisms), Introduction of novel entities (for 
example genetically modified organisms, emissions of toxic 
compounds).
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We work with our Institute members, colleagues, Mercy Associates, Young Mercy Links and ministry 
partners. 

We invite the involvement of all to contribute to our mission. 

We seek to use our influence and agency in the world to improve our planet’s health and to build resilient, 
thriving communities locally, wherever we are. 

We maintain a deep commitment to uphold the principles outlined in Laudato Si’ and Laudate Deum and to 
examine critically and adopt any new perspectives that may emerge in the future.

Framework Preparation, Review and Approval  
This Framework will be reviewed every two years through the Integral Ecology Advisory Group and 
approved by the Institute Leadership Team. 
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Cover Image
This image and concept originated at the 2023 
ISMAPNG Chapter and was brought forth by Angela 
Reed RSM who writes:
“My sharing at Chapter sought to acknowledge 
the deep wisdom that comes from those who are 
gathered. The inspiration came from a book entitled, 
The Circle Way by Christina Baldwin and Ann Linnea.

Circle started around the cook-fires of humanity’s 
ancestors and has accompanied us ever since. 
We remember this space. When we listen, we 
speak more thoughtfully. We lean in to shared 
purpose. (The Circle Way: Basic Guidelines for 
Calling a Circle).

The Circle Way recognises that there is a leader in 
every chair gathered around the “fire”. It provides a 
forum in which conversation can be deepened and 
wisdom shared allowing for a creativity that comes 
from deep listening with God at the Centre. During 
our Congregation Chapter I suggested that this 
methodology or way of being may enhance our work 
for justice.”

For more information contact the Integral Ecology Animator at:
integralecology@ismapng.org.au
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