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God of all Creation, 

We who have come from every land give thanks for Australia; 
this earth that feeds us; 
the shores that bind us; 
the skies that envelop us in freedom. 

We stand together, united as one people; 
proud of our ability to work together; 
grateful for our gifts; 
nourished by our diversity and our harmony. 

Yet we turn to the original owners of our land, and see, too, what we have 
taken. 
We weep for their loss of freedom, of country, of children – even of their 
very lives. 
We stand in awe at their survival, and in debt for their land. 

We have shadows in our history which if unfaced diminish us. 
We have taken without asking; 
Our nation has taken without asking; 
Lives are wounded.  We see the pain, feel the sorrow and seek forgiveness. 

Let us look back with courage; see the truth and speak it. 
Let us look around with compassion; see the cost and share it. 
Let us look forward with hope;  see what can be and create it. 

Give us courage to face the truth; 
compassion to share the burden – 
strength to play our part in the healing – 
and hope to walk forward to a place of justice. 

With courage, compassion, strength and hope, 
we will walk together on the journey of healing.  
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
In Perth a Nyoongah elder concluded our prayer with the following words: 

“Ngullu maamauky djurpiny nunuk kulliny nitchu waangkiny, burdu ngullukullinyu”    Nyoongah language 

“Our Father God, Mother Earth, is happy that you have come here to talk … 
 Later we’ll walk together.” 
 




