Many Paths ….

This is a special, additional edition of Many Paths. The majority of content relates to our Formation Resource.
Our reason for focussing the Formation Resource in this
edition is because it’s so important. Its primary use is to
assist those who are guiding new candidates through their
initial formation process. Its secondary use is for groups to
draw from in their regular meetings for their ongoing formation. We have received positive feedback about the Formation Resource over the years and want to remind everyone that it is readily available.

becoming a Mercy Associate is right for them, and it avoids
you needing to spend vast amounts of time looking for suitable resources to use.
Two articles about the Formation Resource have been included in the newsletter, from Ballarat. Anne O’Connell
has provided an overview; while Jo Rix and Kathy Pollard
have provided a detailed account of their formation process
and how they use the Formation Resource.

The Formation Resource is now on the Mercy Associates
page of the ISMAPNG website. The web address is in the
box below, and if you copy and paste this into your web
browser, you will find the Formation Resource and other
The Formation Resource has been developed to ensure you Mercy Associates items including the Administrative Handhave a resource available to take new candidates through
book and our newsletters. The Formation Resource is there
their formation process. This ensures you cover all the im- in individual chapters, so you can just download each chapportant material that will help a candidate decide whether
ter as you need it.
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Dance every evening.
Catherine McAuley, letter to
Cecelia Marmion, 15 Jan. 1841

In 2017, we, in Ballarat, had the privilege of working
through the newly produced Formation Resource for those
lay persons wishing to respond to a call to live a more merciful way of life as Mercy Associates. I had previously assisted and then led the formation ministry for a number of
years and this new Resource was an absolute gift to anyone
working in Formation.

We also found it beneficial to invite other Associates to a
session, where appropriate, to discuss how they live their
Mercy Commitment and how this Commitment has enriched their lives.

When studying the Chapter on the Sisters coming to Australia and Papua New Guinea, it was veryhelpful to be able
to invite a Sister to give an insight into the early history of
The Introductory Documents present the Vision and Vision the Sisters arrival in this local area.
in Practice Statements which really set up and give an inIn the first use of this Resource we were also fortunate to
sight into the following sessions.
have been provided with hard copies so each candidate
The first time we used this Resource each candidate had
and sponsor had their own copy in hand. Over time, of
two sponsors. The candidate and sponsors read through a
course, the practicalities of this practice were not sustainChapter prior to meeting to discuss and reflect. Someable - with changes and additions needing to be added to
times this meeting would be just with the three of us or
the document.
with the larger group which generated and stimulated
NOTE: On the next few pages is a detailed review of the
wider discussion. I believe it’s important not to rush
formation process used by the Ballarat group, including
through these chapters as so much is included in each,
how they use the Formation Resource. It is well worth
that sometimes the conversation needs to continue to the
reading as you think about how to use this resource with
next meeting.

your own new candidates.

On Monday 13th September the Mercy Sisters and
Mercy Associates were invited to celebrate Mercy
Day with the St Mary’s School Community. One
week is specially set aside each year to promote the
spirit and charism of Catherine McAuley and to remember the enormous contribution the Mercy Sisters
have made to Catholic Education at their school.
Mercy Sisters have been involved for over 100 years
and the last remaining presence was Sr Mary Dolores
until 2020. In recent years lay people have taken
charge. Since then, the Mercy Sisters and the Mercy
Associates have been invited to a special lunch and
Prayer Liturgy for Mercy Day. This year we were
welcomed by the Principal, Deputy, Class teachers
and students. Year Five, under the watchful eye of
their teacher, Cindy O’Neill displayed the true spirit
of Catherine by waiting on us at table and asking
questions on religious life and showing us their art
work on the life of Mary the Mother of Jesus. After
lunch the school assembled for a special Liturgy prepared and led by Year Four on the life of Catherine
McAuley. This was followed by prizes for school
achievements and special announcements. The afternoon finished with a Prayer, a Blessing and the Singing of the National Anthem. An enjoyable day was
had by all. The Sisters and Associates have written
letters of appreciation.
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A huge thank you to Jo and Kathy. This is an extraordinarily rich, detailed account of how they have worked
with the Formation Resource. One thing that struck me was their own reflection, meeting by meeting, about
how to best use the resource to make it meaningful and enriching for the candidates. This led them to be creative with the resource to suit their local people. And, they invited other Mercy Associates in their group to contribute to the process too—a fabulous thing to do.
Notwithstanding the interruptions of Covid-19, Jo and Kathy persevered and successfully formed three new
Mercy Associates, who have now made their initial commitment and are part of the Ballarat group.
Remember the Formation Resource is there to make formation ‘doable’ - serious and reflective but not onerous and burdensome. For your group, when you next have new candidates, think about how you can use this
resource to make your role fruitful and effective.

For the past eight years I have had the great privilege to
work with and support people living with dementia and
their families, although mainly based in WA I was lucky
enough to travel interstate.

Wherever I was I always tried to take the opportunity to
visit the local art gallery, the art is so much more than pictures. It speaks about the history, culture and faith of the
people which to me seemed a mixture of Christianity and
Dreamtime. Their connection with the land and stewardWhile I enjoyed the entire role my greatest joy was working
ship of the land is something very relevant today.
in remote first nation communities. I found the people who
I met to be kind, courteous and above all wanting to learn to I was also very privileged to be taken to several ‘sacred placimprove the lives of the family members who had dementia. es’ - the feeling of peace and spirituality in these places was
incredible.
I met the most amazing people here in Perth and in my travels to communities in NT and the Kimberly.
Photographs:
I met a lady who had translated the bible into her native
language; so that everyone in the community could access
the bible and she believed this would help maintain the language.

My accommodation in Fitzroy Crossing which overlooked the River. I was advised not to wander too far as there were crocs about.
No need for an alarm, the Roo’s woke me up thumping near the
tent.

I was invited to a hunting trip as the lady who I was visiting
was amazed that I was unable to hunt or fish and cook turtle or bake damper!! She made me a promise that when I
returned, she would take me out to catch a turtle and show
me how to bake damper – she was 86 and still fished and
hunted.

Swimming in a water hole outside Kununurra – when I was told
that there were ‘freshies’ (fresh water crocodiles) in the pool I made
a speedy exit much to the amusement of the local girls.
Long straight road, had to be on the lookout for cows, kangaroos
and once a donkey.

Choose Joy

We acknowledge the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples of
Australia and the indigenous peoples of Papua New Guinea. We pay
our respect to past, present and
emerging elders. We look forward
to an era when all peoples of Australia and Papua New Guinea live

in harmony with one another.

Hafiz

Christine Convery

cited on Jamberoo Abbey Facebook page, 17 Aug 21
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