Many Paths ….

We will soon enter the season of Advent, when the
Church’s liturgical year commences. It’s a time when
we are looking ahead, waiting for the good news of the
birth of Jesus that we will celebrate at Christmas.
Yet 2020 is a year that we can’t help but look back on,
even as our hearts are facing the future. In January,
when fireworks were welccming in the new calendar
year, no one could have foreseen the year we were welcoming. From horrendous, destructive bushfires in the
eastern states early in the year, to the onset of COVID19 that has been a pervasive presence in our lives all
year—and it’s not over.
As you reflect on 2020, what will you cherish among
your memories? When did you rise to the occasion and
find strengths within yourself that you didn’t know you
had? When did your family and friends rise to the occasion and provide support and encouragement to you?
On the following page, Sr Maureen Sexton shares a
reflection about strengths, drawing on a beautiful poem
by Mary Oliver. Maureen is the Mercy Associates representative on the Institute Leadership Team, so it’s great
to receive her contribution to this edition of Many
Paths.

The eternal birth which God bore
and bears unceasingly in eternity
is now born in time,
in human nature.
St. Augustine says
this birth is always happening.
But if it does not happen in me,
what does it profit me?
What matters is that it shall
happen in me.
Meister Eckhart

With the variations among the states regarding restrictions emanating from COVID-19, some Mercy Associates groups have been able to meet, others have not.
For Mercy Day, some groups did meet to celebrate, and
this edition contains accounts and photos of their gatherings.
And of course, we have some content about Advent and
Christmas, to help you prepare for this joyful period in
the life of Christians. Anne, Chris, Marg and I wish you
and those dear to you a joyful, peaceful Christmas. May
the reassurance of God’s presence, always and everywhere, strengthen you as you celebrate the wonder of
the incarnation and all that it means for humankind.
Carmel Ross, Executive Officer

It is not sufficient that
Jesus Christ be formed
in us – he must be recognised in our conduct.

‘This World’
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The COVID period we are living through this year has had an occasional unexpected blessing.
One of these has been the commencement of an online prayer time that happens each month, on the third Friday. Mercy Associates from all over Australia join in, and one of the Network Facilitators leads the prayer.
We listen to scripture readings, music, poems, other writings and we talk with each other, either as a whole
group or in small break-out groups. One surprise has been how serene and prayerful this time is—something
we were in doubt about when we were all in different places and just seeing each other on screen.
It would be wonderful for more Mercy Associates to participate. All you need is to learn a few basics about
using Zoom, the software we use. It’s a free service, so your only task is to show up each month and listen,
pray and reflect.
You might not be familiar with Zoom and that can be a little daunting. The Network Facilitators are happy to
help you get yourself set up, so you’re ready to participate in future prayer group gatherings. Contact Anne,
Chris, Marg or myself for some help—you’ll be surprised at how straightforward it is!

Our nexr prayer
meeting will be Friday, 18th December—
11.00am VIC & NSW;
10.00 QLD; 10.30 SA;
and 8.00 WA. We’d really love you to join us!

The Sisters of Mercy were honoured by parishioners and students
from St Xavier’s School and St Mary’s College Gunnedah on Mercy
Day.
The Mass was con-celebrated by Fr John McHugh and Fr Vince Amaro in St Joseph’s Church, with members of the Mercy Associates presenting flowers to Sr Gabrielle Foley, Sr Regina McInerney and Sr
Christine Belling.
Senior St Mary’s College students also made a floral presentation on
behalf of the two schools. The Mercy Associates hosted a morning
tea in St Joseph’s Hall after Mass.
The arrival of the Sisters of Mercy in Gunnedah in January 1879
was a blessing for the parish and the wider community. Within a
year the sisters had built a convent, opened two schools and welcomed boarders from around the region. In the following years,
branch convents were opened all around the north west to provide
education to one and all.
The Sisters opened Gunnedah’s first secondary school, the town’s
first business college, the first nursing home at the convent, and
Gunnedah’s first hostel for aged care - McAuley.
Marie Hobson

We had Mass at 5.30pm, combined with the parish community Mass. It was good all could join in
- our four Mercy Associates with Sr Trish and myself. Lunch in middle of day while we could be
outside. It was at my house and all brought the
goods. We prayed and enjoyed the day.
Sr Therese Foley

Greetings from Rockhampton!

proved morning
tea.

Being such a different year for us all, we had to think differently about our gatherings, however, our progressive com- Sister Joanne
Molloy rsm is to
mittee kept us united with regular emails and prayerful rebe our guest
flections.
speaker and her
Mercy Day was celebrated with a liturgy and light lunch
topic, ‘A Quantihosted by St Mary’s School. Those who were able to attend ty of Extra Lugenjoyed celebrating with this community.
gage. Early
Foundations of
As it was impossible to host our annual High Tea, it was
decided to have a multi draw raffle with the major prize
the Sisters of
Mercy’ is sure to
being a large, patchwork quilt made and quilted by our
be enlightening
president Ailsa. Other prizes were kindly donated also.
Tickets were sold by our members and The Cathedral Col- and entertaining.
lege were wonderful in promoting the raffle and selling tickets. An amazing amount of $3,040.00 was raised. Sister
Stancia Cawte won the quilt and to say she was overjoyed
when we delivered it is an understatement. All other prize
winners were also very happy.
The money has been forwarded to Mercy Works.

Because of
COVID 19, we
are not donating
goods for a hamper this year, however, we will donate money to be distributed locally to charities, who will make
Christmas happier for those less fortunate in our community.

On 14th November, we are having our Christmas gathering,
beginning with Mass at St Joseph’s Cathedral and then we Wishing you all, a very happy, holy and peaceful Christmas.
will proceed to the Kevin Castles Centre for a COVID apKathleen Winters
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From the rich nutriment of Rahamim,
womb of God,
from Hesed,
the inmost being of God,
from the secret radiance of mercy
in which the eternal Three
thrive and delight in their threeness,
at calm and supreme in their oneness,
is given to the unseeing world
the mystery of Jesus.
From the amazement of a woman’s womb
the unspeakable Word is uttered.
Mercy made human
grows to see the cost and the wonder,
knows in his depths the depths of all terror,
is at home in the kindest deeds,
endures in his heart the paradox of being creaturebeloved and victim,
servant and Lord.
Jesus, mercy,
in the wideness of the world,
in the hidden strictures of our own hearts,
Your face is found.
Your gaze will meet ours.
Lead us to look in the right places
this year of years,
O Emmanuel,
God with us.
Mary Wickham rsm
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