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Everything is related, and
we human beings are united
as brothers and sisters on a
wonderful pilgrimage, woven
together ... it unites us in fond

affection with brother sun,

sister moon, brother river.and
mother earth.
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- Pope Francis; .S 92






https://vimeo.com/444110361

Week 3:

Wilderness/
Outback

Reflection and Sharing:

In Israel’s story, the wilderness is the
place of testing for God’s people:
“Remember the long way that your God
has led you these forty years in the
wilderness...testing you to know what
was in your heart” (Deuteronomy 8:2).

- What “testing of heart” might be
happening for us now, as individuals
and as communities?

What does Wilderness mean for me?

. A Wilderness Blessing

Leader: Blessed be wilderness.

All: Blessed be wilderness.
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Leader: Blessed be the vast tropical

. rain forests and volcanic hills of Papua
‘New Guinea.

A‘I_I: Blessed be wilderness.
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Leader: Blessed be the isolated
mountains, wild rivers and clear water
lakes of Aotearoa New Zealand.

All: Blessed be wilderness.

Leader: Blessed be the driest red
deserts, frilled neck lizards, bilbies,
dingoes and spinifex of the Australian e
Outback. e
All: Blessed be wilderness. #

Responding:

Recent research has highlighted that
just 23% of the planet’s land surface
(excluding Antarctica) and 13% of

the ocean can now be classified as
wilderness, representing nearly a 10%
decline over the last 20 years.

Let’s set an intention to take time in a
wild place alone this week. Let’s pledge
to learn more about the remaining wild
places near us and what we can do to
defend and protect them.




