Many Paths ….

Though 2020 is still young, it has already been a year of
extraordinary challenges in our region and around the
world. The bushfires in many states that raged for months
have seriously disrupted the lives and well-being of tens of
thousands of Australians. They will need years to rebuild
their lives and regain some sense of hope in the future.
And now, in more recent weeks, the coronavirus, COVID19, has gone from a newly-emerged human virus in a province in China to a highly-contagious disease spreading
throughout most nations around the world. Its impact on
those who catch the virus may be so severe as to lead to
death, or so mild almost no symptoms are experienced.
Yet even those of us who remain in good health are increasingly experiencing negative impacts on our day to day
lives and we have no reason to believe this will pass soon.
When catastrophic events unfold, especially those that last
for months and which are beyond human control, people
can easily feel overwhelmed by their circumstances. Hope
is fragile. Our faith tells us that faith, hope and love are
gifts of God, freely given to us if we choose to accept them
as blessings in our lives. Time spent in prayer and reflection helps us become closer to God’s love and support.
In this edition, Christine Convery has shared a reflection
that includes a David Haas poem about dealing with pain,
an experience we will all encounter from time to time in
our lives. (p. 5) During this season of Lent, reflecting on
how we personally respond to pain—spiritual and/or psychological, is a topic of importance.

Just a fortnight ago, the annual meeting of the Mercy Associates Leadership Group was held in Sydney. This
group provides invaluable input and support to the Network Facilitators (Chris and Anne) and myself. We were
fortunate too that Ellen Geraghty from Mission Integration, was able to join us—this is the section in ISMAPNG

that Mercy Associates is part of. More details of this meeting are on p. 2.

ISMAPNG is part of the Mercy International Association,
a global organisation comprised of the Mercy congregations around the world. In 2019 MIA began publishing
resources that focus on global mercy themes. These resources are referred to as Mercy Global Presence (MGP).
On pp. 3-4 there is an article by Anne Pate explaining
what MGP is and how to access the exceptional quality
and variety of resources available through this initiative.

With increasing restrictions being imposed or recommended by government authorities to limit the spread of
COVID-19, Mercy Associates groups need to think about
whether to hold meetings during this time or defer them.
Many Mercy Associates are in their senior years and this
seems to be an age range where the virus strikes more frequently and severely. Your health is of paramount importance, so each group should reflect on whether to meet;
and each Mercy Associate must reflect on whether to attend if their group is meeting. Check:
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novelcoronavirus-2019 for more details.
On March 25th we celebrate the feast of the Annunciation,
an occasion of great importance in salvation history. On
page 8 is an image that might inspire your prayer and reflection on this feast of Mary’s unreservedly faithful response to God’s request for her to be the mother of Jesus.
Carmel Ross, Executive Officer

The Mercy Associates Leadership Group comprises five representatives from Mercy Associates groups along with the
Network Facilitators and Executive Officer. The group meets annually to review various aspects of the Mercy Associates
movement and provide input for future planning.
Recently the group spent two days together, with Anne O’Connell (Ballarat), Annette Rowe (Gladstone), Joan Neal
(Townsville), Grace Soley (Toronto) and Helen Fowler (Young) attended, along with Christine Convery (NSW), Anne
Pate (VIC), Carmel Ross (Executive Officer) and Ellen Geraghty (Director, Mission Integration) attending.
Four Institute Leadership Team members (Eveline
Crotty, Gaye Lennon, Maureen Sexton and Liz
Moloney) joined the group for dinner on Friday
evening, 28 February at the Lewisham office.
Discussions over the weekend covered a broad
range of topics:
¨ updates were provided on each group;
¨ the importance of prayer as a ministry of Mercy
Associates;
¨ procedures for establishing new groups;
¨ the lower age limit for becoming a Mercy Associate;
¨ the ‘life cycle’ of groups;
¨ the challenges facing groups where Associates
are ageing and the group no longer wants to
meet formally;
¨ the recent introduction of the first on-line Mercy
Associates group – this group has two people
experiencing the formation process now and
provides an option for Mercy Associates living remotely from any of the existing groups.

-

¨ existing key resources, the Formation Resource and Administrative Handbook, were reviewed and some amendments
will be recommended in due course to the ILT;
¨ the newly developed self-paced manual for Safeguarding training was also reviewed, and this will be ready to be published imminently. This resource is likely to be adapted for use by other ministries where staff or volunteers were unable to attend face-to-face seminars in 2019.
Ellen Geraghty provided input of the work of the Mission Integration team, of which Mercy Associates forms a part.
Because the Mercy Associate Leadership group meets infrequently, a great deal of discussion is packed into each meeting. Despite the alarmingly long agenda, our discussions were sprinkled liberally with laughter, inspired by everything
from the quirks of human nature as they play out in the Mercy Associates groups through to a Powerpoint presentation
by Anne on Daisy’s first year of life (adored Labrador).
The wisdom of the Mercy Associate representatives was of immense benefit to the quality of discussions, with workable
solutions developed to respond to the opportunities and challenges facing the ISMAPNG Mercy Associates movement.
Over the next few months, updates on some of the toics discussed will be sent to groups so they are aware of changes
being made.
Carmel Ross, Executive Officer

Christine Convery
mercyassociatesnsw@ismapng.org.au
Phone: 0414 627226

Have faith in God … I tell you,
whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and
it will be yours.

Anne Pate
mercyassociatesvic@ismapng.org.au
Phone: 0407 908729

Carmel Ross
mercyassociates@ismapng.org.au
Phone: 0408 124404
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On the 8th February, the Rockhampton Mercy Associates held our first gathering for the year.
We are blessed to be able to celebrate Mass in Our Lady of Good Counsel Chapel at the beginning of our meetings and our
presider that morning was Father Bryan Hanifin V.G. This was followed by our customary morning tea and then a
presentation by Beryl Amedee rsm.
Sister Beryl spoke about ‘The History and Vision of Mercy Associates’, which was very inspiring listening to Catherine
McAuley’s story and her original vision of serving the poor, which had not been to establish a religious congregation. We
heard about the setting up of ‘The House of Mercy’ and the
founding of the Sisters of Mercy in 1831, followed by the
arrival of Sister Ursula Frayne in Perth (1846) and Sister
Vincent Whitty in Rockhampton (4 August, 1873).
A ‘snapshot’ of ISMAPNG today and the global scene of
Mercy Works was given, but who are Mercy Associates?
The group in Rockhampton
formed in 1991, associated with
the Sisters of Mercy and lively
discussion occurred around the
white and black habits the earlier
sisters had to wear, amongst other things. It also brought back
fond memories of some of our
earlier Sisters.
We heard that Mercy Associates are
lay women and men who are inspired by Catherine McAuley’s charism of Mercy and who know God’s loving kindness in
their own lives and wish to share this with others.
A source of great comfort and hope for all of us was to hear that it is in the ‘ordinariness’ of
our lives that we live out Catherine’s message.
We thanked Sister Beryl for enlightening us all.
Jennifer Loscher

The Timor Leste Mercy Associates group held its first meetLet us look at some examples of Jesus' table ministry
ing for 2020 just over three weeks ago. Our meetings this
and see how Jesus' ministry is relevant to our present
year will be on the second Saturday of each month, the next
day living
one is March 14.
Dining with the enemy—Levi (Lk. 5:27-32)
The spiritual focus in this Diocese is The Year of the EuJESUS’ TABLE MINISTRY - THE GIFT OF MERCY IS
charist, so it's appropriate that the Eucharist becomes our
OFFERED
theme also. The content of our first meeting is below:
In Jesus' time tax collectors were despised by their people.
JESUS’ TABLE MINISTRY - THE GIFT OF MERCY IS Tax collectors were Jews who were collecting Rome's taxes
SHARED
and then keeping some of the tax money for themselves
(Lk.19:8). The tax collectors were considered enemies of the
Before Jesus instituted the Eucharist, he participated in a
Jews as were the Romans.
table ministry. On these occasions the gift of mercy was
offered to those who were in need of physical or spiritual
2. MEDITATION - (Lk 5:32)
healing. When Jesus offered spiritual advice at the table it
3. SHARING
was not always accepted.
Jesus eating with a tax collector was not acceptable by
1. REFLECTION - WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM
the Jews.
JESUS' MINISTRY?
We know that Jesus was not simply accepting an invitaJesus’ table ministry was an act of hospitality. He was
tion to Levi's house, but He had a purpose in mind.
always showing loving kindness, compassion and
'Follow me and be my disciple'. Jesus wanted to show
offering opportunities to welcome the outcasts and
his loving Mercy, acceptance and forgiveness to this
forgive sinners.
outsider, Levi.
Jesus often used meals to engage with people and teach
4. MERCY IN ACTION
them important lessons about God's loving Mercy.
Do you know any 'outsiders' or 'enemies' who are in need of
Jesus’ love and mercy?
How can you respond to their need in a compassionate way?
5. FURTHER REFLECTION
During the month before we meet, members have been invited to reflect further on Jesus’ table ministry.
The uninvited guest (Lk 7:36-50)
Feeding the hungry (Lk.9:10-17)
Mary Anne Dwyer RSM

-

Townsville Mercy Associates were privileged to join the Sisters of Mercy, and staff from co-ministries in a retreat day
with Sr Mary Pat Garvin rsm in March. Thanks to the Institute and Catholic Religious Australia Sr Mary Pat visited regional centres and showed us an interesting process for reading Catherine’s letters in such a way that these inspired our
own ministries today. Sr Mary Pat encouraged those attending to see Catherine’s letters as speaking across time and
space ‘because her deepest desires, values, beliefs and commitments reside in our own hearts and lives’. Within this framework we engaged with the letters which revealed Catherine ‘s life and work as a Social Mystic and challenged us to see
those in our community ‘whose relationship with Jesus unleashes social change today’, our Social Mystics in 2020!
On the second day Sr Mary Pat welcomed the Sisters of St Joseph who joined the group for a presentation on ‘Centred in
God… sent on Mission’. All present were inspired by a view of Lectio Divina in a broad definition of ‘a way of being in
life’ and reminded that memory releases energy for discipleship. Drawing on a vision based on these concepts, Sr Mary
Pat encouraged those present to ‘take what I know and go deeper’. Participants agreed Sr Mary Pat certainly energized,
reinvigorated, introduced a new ‘spark’ in her call for us to ‘befriend our life’.
Joan Neal

–

–

The following prayer has been submitted from Gladstone, where it is used at Commitment/Recommitment ceremonies.
Other Mercy Associate groups are welcome to also use this prayer.

-

During 2019, most Mercy Associates in Australia attended
a Safeguarding training seminar. Some Mercy Associates
were not able to attend because of illness or other commitments, however this is compulsory training for all Mercy
Associates. The only exceptions are those who are unable to
attend meetings or undertake any active ministries, which
may be due to advanced age or illness.
To provide an extra training option, a ‘self-paced’ manual
has been developed for Mercy Associates. To complete this,
Mercy Associates will need to liaise with their Network Facilitator so that the materials can be provided and the correct records can be kept.

2019 training seminar. The materials needed are the selfpaced manual, the Code of Conduct, the laminated contacts
list, the record of attendance form and the form to sign to
indicate acceptance of the Code of Conduct. The training
will take around one and a half to two hours and is best
completed in one session.
The manual, along with more detailed information about
how to use it, will be sent by email within the next few
weeks. It is essential that all Mercy Associates who attend
meetings or undertake a ministry of some kind complete the
training by August 2020.

Carmel Ross,
Though self-paced, the manual does need a guiding person Executive Officer
to help, and this needs to be a Mercy Associate who did the

-

