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Though 2020 is still young, it has already been a year of 
extraordinary challenges in our region and around the 
world. The bushfires in many states that raged for months 
have seriously disrupted the lives and well-being of tens of 
thousands of Australians. They will need years to rebuild 
their lives and regain some sense of hope in the future.  

And now, in more recent weeks, the coronavirus, COVID-
19, has gone from a newly-emerged human virus in a prov-
ince in China to a highly-contagious disease spreading 
throughout most nations around the world. Its impact on 
those who catch the virus may be so severe as to lead to 
death, or so mild almost no symptoms are experienced. 
Yet even those of us who remain in good health are in-
creasingly experiencing negative impacts on our day to day 
lives and we have no reason to believe this will pass soon.  

When catastrophic events unfold, especially those that last 
for months and which are beyond human control, people 
can easily feel overwhelmed by their circumstances. Hope 
is fragile. Our faith tells us that faith, hope and love are 
gifts of God, freely given to us if we choose to accept them 
as blessings in our lives. Time spent in prayer and reflec-
tion helps us become closer to God’s love and support.  

In this edition, Christine Convery has shared a reflection 
that includes a David Haas poem about dealing with pain, 
an experience we will all encounter from time to time in 
our lives. (p. 5)  During this season of Lent, reflecting on 
how we personally respond to pain—spiritual and/or psy-
chological, is a topic of importance. 

Just a fortnight ago, the annual meeting of the Mercy As-
sociates Leadership Group was held in Sydney. This 
group provides invaluable input and support to the Net-
work Facilitators (Chris and Anne) and myself. We were 
fortunate too that Ellen Geraghty from Mission Integra-
tion, was able to join us—this is the section in ISMAPNG  

 

 

that Mercy Associates is part of. More details of this meet-
ing are on p. 2. 

ISMAPNG is part of the Mercy International Association, 
a global organisation comprised of the Mercy congrega-
tions around the world. In 2019 MIA began publishing 
resources that focus on global mercy themes. These re-
sources are referred to as Mercy Global Presence (MGP). 
On pp. 3-4 there is an article by Anne Pate explaining 
what MGP is and how to access the exceptional quality 
and variety of resources available through this initiative. 

With increasing restrictions being imposed or recommend-
ed by government authorities to limit the spread of 
COVID-19, Mercy Associates groups need to think about 
whether to hold meetings during this time or defer them. 
Many Mercy Associates are in their senior years and this 
seems to be an age range where the virus strikes more fre-
quently and severely. Your health is of paramount im-
portance, so each group should reflect on whether to meet; 
and each Mercy Associate must reflect on whether to at-
tend if their group is meeting. Check:  

https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-
coronavirus-2019  for more details. 

On March 25th we celebrate the feast of the Annunciation, 
an occasion of great importance in salvation history. On 
page 8 is an image that might inspire your prayer and re-
flection on this feast of Mary’s unreservedly faithful re-
sponse to God’s request for her to be the mother of Jesus.  

Carmel Ross, Executive Officer 
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The Mercy Associates Leadership Group comprises five representatives from Mercy Associates groups along with the 
Network Facilitators and Executive Officer. The group meets annually to review various aspects of the Mercy Associates 
movement and provide input for future planning.  

Recently the group spent two days together, with Anne O’Connell (Ballarat), Annette Rowe (Gladstone), Joan Neal 
(Townsville), Grace Soley (Toronto) and Helen Fowler (Young) attended, along with Christine Convery (NSW), Anne 
Pate (VIC), Carmel Ross (Executive Officer) and Ellen Geraghty (Director, Mission Integration) attending. 

Four Institute Leadership Team members (Eveline 
Crotty, Gaye Lennon, Maureen Sexton and Liz 
Moloney) joined the group for dinner on Friday 
evening, 28 February at the Lewisham office. 

Discussions over the weekend covered a broad 
range of topics:  

¨ updates were provided on each group;  

¨ the importance of prayer as a ministry of Mercy 
Associates;  

¨ procedures for establishing new groups;  

¨ the lower age limit for becoming a Mercy Asso-
ciate;  

¨ the ‘life cycle’ of groups;  

¨ the challenges facing groups where Associates 
are ageing and the group no longer wants to 
meet formally;  

¨ the recent introduction of the first on-line Mercy 
Associates group – this group has two people 
experiencing the formation process now and 
provides an option for Mercy Associates living remotely from any of the existing groups. 

¨ existing key resources, the Formation Resource and Administrative Handbook, were reviewed and some amendments 
will be recommended in due course to the ILT;  

¨ the newly developed self-paced manual for Safeguarding training was also reviewed, and this will be ready to be pub-
lished imminently. This resource is likely to be adapted for use by other ministries where staff or volunteers were una-
ble to attend face-to-face seminars in 2019. 

Ellen Geraghty provided input of the work of the Mission Integration team, of which Mercy Associates forms a part. 

Because the Mercy Associate Leadership group meets infrequently, a great deal of discussion is packed into each meet-
ing. Despite the alarmingly long agenda, our discussions were sprinkled liberally with laughter, inspired by everything 
from the quirks of human nature as they play out in the Mercy Associates groups through to a Powerpoint presentation 
by Anne on Daisy’s first year of life (adored Labrador). 

The wisdom of the Mercy Associate representatives was of immense benefit to the quality of discussions, with workable 
solutions developed to respond to the opportunities and challenges facing the ISMAPNG Mercy Associates movement. 

Over the next few months, updates on some of the toics dis-
cussed will be sent to groups so they are aware of changes 
being made. 

Carmel Ross, Executive Officer 

tŝƚŚ��ůůĞŶ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞůĮĞ͕�ƐŚĞ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽǁĞƌ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ĐŽƌŶĞƌ͊��Ɛ�
ǁĞůů͕�ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂƌĞ͕�>-Z͕�:ŽĂŶ͕��ŚƌŝƐƟŶĞ͕��ŶŶĞ�W͕�'ƌĂĐĞ͕��ĂƌŵĞů͖�ƐĞĂƚĞĚ�>-Z�ĂƌĞ�
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�16:����Christine Convery 

 mercyassociatesnsw@ismapng.org.au 

 Phone:  0414 627226 

�9,&������Anne Pate 

 mercyassociatesvic@ismapng.org.au 

 Phone:  0407 908729 

�:$��4/'�	�RWKHU�ORFDWLRQV���Carmel Ross 

 mercyassociates@ismapng.org.au 

 Phone:  0408 124404 

Have faith in God … I tell you, 
whatever you ask for in prayer, be-
lieve that you have received it, and 
it will be yours. 
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DĞƌĐǇ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞƐ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚǁŝĚĞ�ƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ŵĞƌĐǇ�ƚŽ�ůŝĨĞ�ŝŶ�ŶĞǁ�
ǁĂǇƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘����Ɛ�ǁĞ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ŵĞƌĐǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�
ƵƐ͕�ǁĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ƐĞĞŬ�ŶŽƵƌŝƐŚŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶ�ƵƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶ�
ŽƵƌ�ƐĞŶƐĞ�ŽĨ�ďĞůŽŶŐŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�Ă�ŐůŽďĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ŵĞƌĐǇ͘�KŶĞ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉͲ
ŵĞŶƚ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĂƐ�ŵƵĐŚ�ƚŽ�ŽīĞƌ�ƵƐ�ŝƐ�DĞƌĐǇ�'ůŽďĂů�WƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�/�
ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚ�ďǇ�ŝŶ�ŵǇ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƌŽůĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�/^D�WE'͕�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�DĞƌĐǇ�
,Ƶď�ŝŶ�DĞůďŽƵƌŶĞ͘�dŚŝƐ�ĂƌƟĐůĞ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞƐ�DĞƌĐǇ�'ůŽďĂů�WƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ͕�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ŚŽƉĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�DĞƌĐǇ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞƐ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ƌŝĐŚ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ŽŶ�ŽīĞƌ͘ 

DĞƌĐǇ�'ůŽďĂů�WƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŐůŽďĂů�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞ�ůĞĚ�ďǇ�DĞƌĐǇ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�
�ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƐŚĂƌĞƐ�ŚŝŐŚ-ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�ďǇ�ƐŝƐƚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ŵĞƌĐǇ͕�ŝŶ�Ă�ƐŝǆƚĞĞŶ-ŵŽŶƚŚ�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϵ�
ƵŶƟů�:ƵŶĞ�ϮϬϮϭ͘�dŚĞ�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ�ǁŝůů�ŵŽǀĞ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĨŽƵƌ�ƐĞŐŵĞŶƚƐ�-�'ůŽďĂů͖�
DĞƌĐǇ͖�WƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ͖�ĂŶĚ�/ŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞĚ�–�ĞĂĐŚ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĨŽƵƌ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ŽĨ�ŵĂͲ
ƚĞƌŝĂů͕�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵĂƟĐĂůůǇ͘��/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�͚'ůŽďĂů͛�ƐĞŐŵĞŶƚ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĮŶŝƐŚĞĚ�ŝŶ�
�ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϵ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚĞŵĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ͗��ŽƐŵŽƐͬ�ŽƐŵŽůŽŐǇ͖��ĂƌƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�/ŶƚĞͲ
ŐƌĂů��ĐŽůŽŐǇ͖�WĞŽƉůĞ�ĂŶĚ��ĞĞƉ�^ŽĐŝĂů��ŚĂŶŐĞ͖�ĂŶĚ�/ŶĐĂƌŶĂƚĞ�'ŽĚ�ŝŶ��ŽƐͲ
ŵŽƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�WĞƌƐŽŶ�ŽĨ�:ĞƐƵƐ͘��ƚ�ŝƚƐ�ŚĞĂƌƚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ�DĞƌĐǇ�
'ůŽďĂů�WƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞ�DĞƌĐǇ�'ůŽďĂů�WƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ŝŶ�
ŽƵƌ�ŵŝĚƐƚ͕�ŽŌĞŶ�ďǇ�ƐŚĂƉŝŶŐ�ŶĞǁ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͕�ŶĞǁ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŶĞǁ�
ƚŚĞŽůŽŐǇ͘�/Ŷ�Ă�ŐůŽďĂůŝǌĞĚ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�

ĂŶĚ�ĚĞŐƌĂĚĂͲ
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ��ĂƌƚŚ�
ĂƌĞ�ƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�
ĞǀĞƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĞǆͲ
ƚƌĞŵĞ�ůĞǀĞůƐ͕�
ŚŽǁ�ĐĂŶ�DĞƌͲ
ĐǇ�'ůŽďĂů�WƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�–�ĂƐ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ůŝǀĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌƟĐƵůĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�
ŽĨ�ŵĞƌĐǇ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�DĞƌĐǇ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞƐ�-�ďĞ�Ă�ĐŽƵŶƚĞƌĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�
ƐŝŐŶ͍� 

ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞůĞĂƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƚŚůǇ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�DĞƌĐǇ�'ůŽďĂů�WƌĞƐͲ
ĞŶĐĞ�ŵŝĐƌŽƐŝƚĞ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ďƌĞĂŬƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽƵƚŚͲ
ĞƌŶ�ŚĞŵŝƐƉŚĞƌĞ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌƐ͘��ĂĐŚ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ďĞŐŝŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�ŝŶͲ
ƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ďǇ��ůŝǌĂďĞƚŚ��ĂǀŝƐ�ƌƐŵ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ŽŶ�
ǀŝĚĞŽ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ŝŶ�ƉƌŝŶƚ͘�KƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ĞĂĐŚ�
ƚŚĞŵĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƚŚĞŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�ŝŵĂŐŝŶŝŶŐƐ͕�ĂŶ�ĂƌƟƐƟĐ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ǀŽŝĐĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŐƌĂƐƐƌŽŽƚƐ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐĞ�ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐͲ
ƟǀĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƚŚĞŵĞ�WĞŽƉůĞ�ĂŶĚ��ĞĞƉ�^ŽĐŝĂů��ŚĂŶŐĞ͕�ĨŽƌ�ĞǆĂŵͲ
ƉůĞ͕�ǁĂƐ�ǀŝǀŝĚůǇ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ďǇ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�
ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�^ŽƵƚŚ�^ƵĚĂŶ͕�ĂůŽŶŐƐŝĚĞ�Ă�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ�
ďǇ�Ă�DĞƌĐǇ�ƐŝƐƚĞƌ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ͘�/�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ǇŽƵ�
ƚŽ�ǀŝƐŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ�;ƐĞĞ�ǁĞď�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ďĞůŽǁͿ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵŵĞƌƐĞ�
ǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ĮŶĚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͘�dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŵƵĐŚ�
ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŐĂŝŶĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ƌĞŇĞĐƟǀĞůǇ�ĂŶĚ�
ůĞƫŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƐƉĞĂŬ�ŝŶƚŽ�ǇŽƵƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ͘�� 

tŚŝůĞ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ŝƐ�ĞŶƌŝĐŚŝŶŐ͕�ŝŶ�ŵǇ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�
ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ĐŽŵĞ�ĂůŝǀĞ͘�
�ŶĚ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚŽƉĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�Ă�ǀĂůƵĂďůĞ�ĂƐƐĞƚ�
ĨŽƌ�DĞƌĐǇ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞƐ�-�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�DĞƌĐǇ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞƐ�ǁŝůů�ũŽŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ŐůŽďĂů�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚ�ďǇ�DĞƌĐǇ�'ůŽďĂů�WƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ͘�
�ƚ�Ă�DĞƌĐǇ�,Ƶď�ŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐ�ůĂƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌ͕�ĨŽƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕ 

�ͬĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƉĂŐĞ 
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ZŽƐĞŵĂƌǇ�WĂƩĞƌƐŽŶ�ƌƐŵ�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�Ă�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚ�ďǇ�DĂƌĞĞ�
,ƵƚĐŚŝŶƐŽŶ�ƌƐŵ�;�ƌŝƐďĂŶĞ��ŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶͿ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚĞŵĞ��ŽƐŵŽƐͬ
�ŽƐŵŽůŽŐǇ͘�/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝǀĞůǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĨŽůůŽǁĞĚ͕�ƐŝƐƚĞƌƐ�ƌĞŇĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ůŝĨĞƟŵĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇ�ǁĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƐŵŽƐ�
ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĞĚ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŵƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚŽŝĐĞƐ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͘ 

DĞƌĐǇ�'ůŽďĂů�WƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞůǇ�ĂƐ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ĮŶĚ�
ŚĞůƉĨƵů͘���ĂĐŚ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�Ă�&ĂĐŝůŝƚĂƚŽƌƐ͛�'ƵŝĚĞ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚĞĚ�ǁĂǇƐ�
ƚŽ�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ĂĚĂƉƚĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŝƐ�
ƉĂƌĂŵŽƵŶƚ͘�DĞƌĐǇ�'ůŽďĂů�WƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞĚ�ďǇ�ŵĞƌĐǇ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŽƌƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĚ�ďǇ��ŽŽƌĚŝͲ
ŶĂƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�'ƵŝĚŝŶŐ�'ƌŽƵƉ͘�dŚĞ�/^D�WE'��ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ�ŝƐ��ĚĞůĞ�,ŽǁĂƌĚ�ƌƐŵ͕�ǁŚŽ�ŝƐ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƉƌŽŵŽƟŶŐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�DĞƌĐǇ�'ůŽďĂů�WƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ͘�/�ŚŽƉĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ĮŶĚ�ŵƵĐŚ�ƚŽ�ƚƌĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞ�ĐŚĂůͲ
ůĞŶŐĞĚ�ďǇ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ͘�� 

dŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƚŚĞŵĞ�-�&ĂŝƚŚ�dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶƐ�Θ�DĞƌĐǇ�-�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƌĞůĞĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ϮϱƚŚ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϮϬϮϬ͕�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�͚DĞƌĐǇ͛�ƐĞŐŵĞŶƚ͘��zŽƵ�
ĐĂŶ�ĮŶĚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�DĞƌĐǇ�'ůŽďĂů�WƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�Ăƚ͗�ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŵĞƌĐǇǁŽƌůĚ͘ŽƌŐͬĂďŽƵƚͬŽƵƌ-ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐͬŵĞƌĐǇ-
ŐůŽďĂů-ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞͬ��dŚĞ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�EĞƚǁŽƌŬ�&ĂĐŝůŝƚĂƚŽƌƐ�–��ĂƌŵĞů�ZŽƐƐ�;t�͕�YƵĞĞŶƐůĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐͿ͕��ŚƌŝƐ��ŽŶͲ
ǀĞƌǇ�;E^tͿ͕�ĂŶĚ��ŶŶĞ�WĂƚĞ�;sŝĐͿ�–�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶƐ�ǁĞ�ĐŽǀĞƌ͘� 

�ŶŶĞ�WĂƚĞ 
DĞƌĐǇ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞƐ�EĞƚǁŽƌŬ�&ĂĐŝůŝƚĂƚŽƌ�-�sŝĐƚŽƌŝĂ 

On the 8th February, the Rockhampton Mercy Associates held our first gathering for the year. 

We are blessed to be able to celebrate Mass in Our Lady of Good Counsel Chapel at the beginning of our meetings and our 
presider that morning was Father Bryan Hanifin V.G. This was followed by our customary morning tea and then a 
presentation by Beryl Amedee rsm. 

Sister Beryl spoke about ‘The History and Vision of Mercy Associates’, which was very inspiring listening to Catherine 
McAuley’s story and her original vision of serving the poor, which had not been to establish a religious congregation.  We 

heard about the setting up of ‘The House of Mercy’  and  the 
founding of the Sisters of Mercy in 1831, followed by the 
arrival of Sister Ursula Frayne in Perth (1846) and Sister 
Vincent Whitty in Rockhampton (4 August, 1873). 

A ‘snapshot’ of  ISMAPNG today and the global scene of 
Mercy Works was given, but who are Mercy Associates? 

The group in Rockhampton 
formed in 1991, associated with 
the Sisters of Mercy and lively 
discussion occurred around the 
white and black habits the earlier 
sisters had to wear, amongst oth-
er things. It also brought back 
fond memories of some of our 
earlier Sisters. 

We heard that Mercy Associates are 
lay women and men who are in-

spired by Catherine McAuley’s charism of Mercy and who know God’s loving kindness in 
their own lives and wish to share this with others.  

A source of great comfort and hope for all of us was to hear that it is in the ‘ordinariness’ of 
our lives that we live out Catherine’s message. 

We thanked Sister Beryl for enlightening us all. 

Jennifer Loscher 

dŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚƵĞ�ŽĨ��ĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĞ�DĐ�ƵůĞǇ�ŝŶǀŝƟŶŐ�Ă�ǁŽŵĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�ďĂďǇ�ŝŶ�
ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�,ŽƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�DĞƌĐǇ�ŝŶ��ƵďůŝŶ͘ 
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The Timor Leste Mercy Associates group held its first meet-
ing for 2020 just over three weeks ago. Our meetings this 
year will be on the second Saturday of each month, the next 
one is March 14. 

The spiritual focus in this Diocese is The Year of the Eu-
charist, so it's appropriate that the Eucharist becomes our 
theme also. The content of our first meeting is below: 

JESUS’ TABLE MINISTRY - THE GIFT OF MERCY IS 
SHARED 

Before Jesus instituted the Eucharist, he participated in a 
table ministry. On these occasions the gift of mercy was 
offered to those who were in need of physical or spiritual 
healing. When Jesus offered spiritual advice at the table it 
was not always accepted.  

1. REFLECTION - WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM 
JESUS' MINISTRY? 

Jesus’ table ministry was an act of hospitality. He was 
always showing loving kindness, compassion and 
offering opportunities to welcome the outcasts and 
forgive sinners. 

Jesus often used meals to engage with people and teach 
them important lessons about God's loving Mercy. 

Let us look at some examples of Jesus' table ministry 
and see how Jesus' ministry is relevant to our present 
day living 

Dining with the enemy—Levi (Lk. 5:27-32) 

JESUS’ TABLE MINISTRY - THE GIFT OF MERCY IS 
OFFERED      

In Jesus' time tax collectors were despised by their people. 
Tax collectors were Jews who were collecting Rome's taxes 
and then keeping some of the tax money for themselves 
(Lk.19:8). The tax collectors were considered enemies of the 
Jews as were the Romans. 

2. MEDITATION - (Lk 5:32) 

3. SHARING 

Jesus eating with a tax collector was not acceptable by 
the Jews. 

We know that Jesus was not simply accepting an invita-
tion to Levi's house, but He had a purpose in mind. 

'Follow me and be my disciple'. Jesus wanted to show 
his loving Mercy, acceptance and forgiveness to this 
outsider, Levi. 

4. MERCY IN ACTION 

Do you know any 'outsiders' or 'enemies' who are in need of 
Jesus’ love and mercy? 

How can you respond to their need in a compassion-
ate way? 

5. FURTHER REFLECTION 

During the month before we meet, members have been in-
vited to reflect further on Jesus’ table ministry. 

The uninvited guest (Lk 7:36-50) 

Feeding the hungry (Lk.9:10-17) 

Mary Anne Dwyer RSM 

 

�ƵƌŝŶŐ�ϮϬϭϵ͕�ŵǇ�ŚƵƐďĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�/�ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ�Ă�ŚŽůŝĚĂǇ�ĚƌŝǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�WŽůĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�>ŝƚŚƵͲ
ĂŶŝĂ͘��ǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ�ŶŽǁ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƐƵĐŚ�ƐĂĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌŽƵďůĞĚ�ƟŵĞƐ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�
ƚĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌƐĞǀĞƌĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĂƐ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůůǇ�ĞŶƌŝĐŚŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�
ƵƐ͘ 

dŚĞƌĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŵĂŶǇ�͚'ŽĚ-&ŝůůĞĚ͛�ŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ƟŵĞ�ĂǁĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�
ƉŚŽƚŽƐ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ͘ 

/ƚ�ƐĞĞŵƐ�ƐŽŵĞǁŚĂƚ�ƵŶĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ĂƐ�ƚŽ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐƌŽƐƐĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĞƌĞĐƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�,ŝůů�ŽĨ�
�ƌŽƐƐĞƐ͕�^ŝĂƵůŝĂŝ͕�ŝŶ�>ŝƚŚƵĂŶŝĂ͕�ďƵƚ�ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ�Ăůů�ďĞŝŶŐ�ĚĞƐƚƌŽǇĞĚ�Ă�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞƐ�
ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ZƵƐƐŝĂŶ�ŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�>ŝƚŚƵĂŶŝĂ͕�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ƚŽ�ůĂǇ�
ĐƌŽƐƐĞƐ�ŚĞƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�Ă�ƐĂĐƌĞĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘ 

�ŌĞƌ�WŽƉĞ�:ŽŚŶ�WĂƵů�//�ǀŝƐŝƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƐĂǇ�Ă�DĂƐƐ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϵϯ͕�ŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�
&ƌĂŶĐŝƐĐĂŶ��ƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ďƵŝůĚ�Ă�DŽŶĂƐƚĞƌǇ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͘�EŽǁ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ůŽǀĞůǇ�ƋƵŝĞƚ�ƉůĂĐĞ�
ĨŽƌ�DĂƐƐ͕�ZĞƚƌĞĂƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ZĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�,ŝůů�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚƵŶĚƌĞĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�
ĐƌŽƐƐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƚƐ�ŽĨ�ZŽƐĂƌǇ��ĞĂĚƐ͘ 

ZŽƐ�dƌĞƐƚƌĂŝů͕�dƵĂƌƚ�,ŝůů͕�WĞƌƚŚ 



ϳ 

 
^ƌ�^ĂůůǇ��ƌĂĚůĞǇ�Z^D�;ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ůĞŌͿ�ĂŶĚ�WĂƵů�;ůĞŌͿ�ǁŝƚŚ�,ŝůůƚŽƉ�

ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞƐ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ǀĞƌǇ�ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů�ŵŽƚŚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽŽƚ�ďĞůŽǁ�
ǁŝƚŚ�WĂƵů�ĂŶĚ�^ĂůůǇ͘� 

,ŝůůƚŽƉ�ZŽĂĚ�WƵďůŝĐ�^ĐŚŽŽů͛Ɛ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ŝŶ�
^ǇĚŶĞǇ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ă�ǀĂƌŝͲ
ĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐ͕�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�Ă�ǀĞƌǇ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƌ��ŶŐͲ
ůŝƐŚ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘ 

KŶ�ϭϳ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ͕�^ĂůůǇ��ƌĂĚůĞǇ͕��ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ�ŽĨ�
DĞƌĐǇ�tŽƌŬƐ�ĂŶĚ�WĂƵů�dĂǇůŽƌ͕�DĞƌĐǇ��ŽŶŶĞĐƚ�^ǇĚŶĞǇ�
�ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ͕�ǀŝƐŝƚĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǀŝďƌĂŶƚ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�,Ƶď͘�
dŚĞǇ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�ƟŵĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽŵĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ŵĞƚ�
ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�>ŝĂŝƐŽŶ�KĸĐĞƌ͕��ĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĞ�'ƌĞŐŽͲ
ƌǇ͕�ƚŽ�ĮŶĚ�ŽƵƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘ 

DĞƌĐǇ��ŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�ƚƌĂŝŶĞĚ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ�
ŵĞŶƚŽƌƐ�ƚŽ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĚƵůƚ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐ�ŚĞůĚ�
ĞĂĐŚ�DŽŶĚĂǇ�ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ͘�dŚƌĞĞ�DĞƌĐǇ��ŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ǀŽůƵŶͲ
ƚĞĞƌƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĞǆƉĞƌƚ�ŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�
�ŶŐůŝƐŚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ǁĞĞŬ͘��Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ĂĚǀĂŶƚĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĂƩĞŶĚͲ
ŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐůĂƐƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďƵŝůĚ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŚŝƉƐ͘ 

�ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ��ĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĞ�'ƌĞŐŽƌǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ƐƵĐͲ
ĐĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĚƵůƚ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƌĞͲ
ƐƵůƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ͘�/Ŷ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵĂĚĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ŚĂƐ�
ĂƐŬĞĚ�ŝĨ�DĞƌĐǇ��ŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŵĞŶͲ
ƚŽƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŶĞǁůǇ�ĂƌƌŝǀĞĚ�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĐŚŽŽů͘����ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�DĞƌĐǇ�tŽƌŬƐ�ĐĂŶ�ŚĂƉƉŝůǇ�
ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ͊ 

Townsville Mercy Associates were privileged to join the Sisters of Mercy, and staff from co-ministries in a retreat day 
with Sr Mary Pat Garvin rsm in March. Thanks to the Institute and Catholic Religious Australia Sr Mary Pat visited re-
gional centres and showed us an interesting process for reading Catherine’s letters in such a way that these inspired our 
own ministries today. Sr Mary Pat encouraged those attending to see Catherine’s letters as speaking across time and 

space ‘because her deepest desires, values, beliefs and commitments reside in our own hearts and lives’. Within this frame-

work we engaged with the  letters which revealed Catherine ‘s life and work as a Social Mystic and challenged us to see 
those in our community ‘whose relationship with Jesus unleashes social change today’, our Social Mystics in 2020! 

On the second day Sr Mary Pat welcomed the Sisters of St Joseph who joined the group for a presentation on ‘Centred in 
God… sent on Mission’. All present were inspired by a view of Lectio Divina in a broad definition of ‘a way of being in 

life’ and reminded that memory releases energy for discipleship. Drawing on a vision based on these concepts, Sr Mary 
Pat encouraged those present to ‘take what I know and go deeper’. Participants agreed Sr Mary Pat certainly energized, 
reinvigorated, introduced a new ‘spark’ in her call for us to ‘befriend our life’.  

Joan Neal 

 

 
&Ăƌ�ůĞŌ͗�^ŚĞĞƌĂŚ�dĂŝƚ 
>ĞŌ͗�dƌƵĚŝ��ůĂƌŬĞ͕�:ŽĂŶ�EĞĂů͕�
:ŽǇ�,ĞŶĚĞƌƐŽŶ͕��ŶŶĞ�,ĞŶĚĞƌͲ
ƐŽŶ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƚƌĞĂƚ 

 

<ŝŶŐƐůĞǇ��ĚǁĂƌĚƐ 
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tĞůĐŽŵĞ� ƚŽ� ϮϬϮϬ� ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ� ĂŶĚ� ǁŚĂƚ� Ă� ǇĞĂƌ� ŝƚ� ŚĂƐ�
ďĞĞŶ�ƐŽ� ĨĂƌ͘�tĞ�ŚŽƉĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ� ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�
ĂīĞĐƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵƐŚĮƌĞƐ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ��Z��ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ�ĂƐƐŝƐͲ
ƚĂŶĐĞ͘��ůƐŽ͕�ŶŽǁ�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌŽŶĂǀŝƌƵƐ͘�/Ŷ�ŽƵƌ��ŝŽͲ
ĐĞƐĞ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĚƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ƐƟůů�ĂīĞĐƚƐ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ĞǀĞŶ�
ƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƵƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů�ƌĂŝŶ͘ 
KƵƌ� ŐƌŽƵƉ� ŚĂƐ� ŽŶĐĞ� ĂŐĂŝŶ͕� ĂŐƌĞĞĚ� ƚŽ� ŵĞĞƚ� ŵŽŶƚŚůǇ�
ĨƌŽŵ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽƵƌ�ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚͲ
ŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƌŽƐƐ�;�ŝŐŝƚĂů�ĐŽƉͲ
ŝĞƐ� ŵĂǇ� ďĞ� ĚŽǁŶůŽĂĚĞĚ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ� �ƌĐŚďŝƐŚŽƉ͛Ɛ� KĸĐĞ� ŽĨ�
�ǀĂŶŐĞůŝƐĂƟŽŶ͕� DĞůďŽƵƌŶĞ͕� ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͗� ǁǁǁ͘ĐĂŵ͘ŽƌŐ͘ĂƵͬ
ĞǀĂŶŐĞůŝƐĂƟŽŶͿ͕�DĞƌĐǇ��ĂǇ�DĂƐƐ�ĂŶĚ��ŶĚ�ŽĨ�zĞĂƌ�ĚŝŶŶĞƌ͘�
tĞ� ŽƉĞŶ� ŽƵƌ� ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶƐ� ďǇ� 'ƵĞƐƚ� ^ƉĞĂŬĞƌƐ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�
ĨƵůů�WĂƌŝƐŚ͘�� 
KƵƌ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ͕�ǁĂƐ�ZŽƐĞŵĂƌǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�
�ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�>ĞŐĂů�WƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ǁŚŽ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞĚ�ƵƐ�ŽŶ�ŽƵƌ��ŶͲ
ĚƵƌŝŶŐ� WŽǁĞƌ� ŽĨ� �ƩŽƌŶĞǇ͕� �ĚǀĂŶĐĞĚ� ,ĞĂůƚŚ� �ŝƌĞĐƟǀĞ�
ĂŶĚ�tŝůůƐ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ��ƐƚĂƚĞ�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ� ͚ĂƐ�ǁĞ�ĂŐĞ͛͘�DĂŶǇ�
ƉĂƌŝƐŚŝŽŶĞƌƐ�ĂƩĞŶĚĞĚ͘ 
dŚŝƐ� ŵŽŶƚŚ͕� ^ƌ� EŽƌĞĞŶ� ƐŵƐŵ� ;ƉŚŽƚŽ� ďĞůŽǁ� ǁŝƚŚ� �ĞƌͲ
ŶŝĐĞͿ�ƐƉŽŬĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌĂůůĞůƐ�ŽĨ�WŽƉĞ�&ƌĂŶĐŝƐ͛�ƐƉŝƌŝƚƵĂůŝƚǇ� 
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ƋƵĂůŝƟĞƐ�ŽĨ�DĂƌǇ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŚĞƌ�ůŝĨĞ�Ăƚ�:ĞͲ
ƐƵƐ͛�ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͘�/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƐƉŝƌŝŶŐ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͘� 

�hd�ŽƵƌ�ďŝŐ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ� ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�ƟŵĞ�Ăƚ�ĞĂĐŚ�
ŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐ͕� ƌĞŇĞĐƟŶŐ�ŽŶ� ŽƵƌ��ŽƌƉŽƌĂů�tŽƌŬƐ� ŽĨ�DĞƌĐǇ͘�
dŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ͗�&Žƌ� /�ǁĂƐ�ŚƵŶŐƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�
ǇŽƵ�ŐĂǀĞ�ŵĞ�ĨŽŽĚ͕�/�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚŝƌƐƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�ŐĂǀĞ�ŵĞ�ƐŽŵĞͲ
ƚŚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĚƌŝŶŬ͕�/�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�ǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚ�ŵĞ͕�/�
ǁĂƐ�ŶĂŬĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�ŐĂǀĞ�ŵĞ�ĐůŽƚŚŝŶŐ͕�/�ǁĂƐ�ƐŝĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�
ƚŽŽŬ�ĐĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ŵĞ͕�/�ǁĂƐ�ŝŶ�ƉƌŝƐŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�ǀŝƐŝƚĞĚ�ŵĞ͘��΀Dƚ�
Ϯϱ͗ϯϰ͕ϯϲ΁�dŚĞ�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ǀĞƌǇ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐ͘ 
^Ž�ĨĂƌ͕�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ƵƉŽŶ͗� 

dŽ� ĨĞĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� ŚƵŶŐƌǇ� –� ƚŚĞ� ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ� ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ� ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ƌĂŝƐĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� ŵŽƐƚ� ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ͕� ǁĂƐ� /ĚĞŶƟĨǇ� ĂŶ�
͚ĂŶŐĞů� ŽĨ� ŐƌĂĐĞ͛� ŝŶ� ǇŽƵƌ� ůŝĨĞ� ǁŚŽ� ĞŵďŽĚŝĞƐ� ƚŚŝƐ�
ǁŽƌŬ�ŽĨ�ŵĞƌĐǇ͘�DĂŶǇ�ŶĂŵĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ͘ 
dŽ�ŐŝǀĞ�ĚƌŝŶŬ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚŝƌƐƚǇ�–�dŚĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐ�ƋƵĞƐͲ
ƟŽŶ� ǁĂƐ͗� KƵƌ� ŚĞĂƌƚƐ� ĂƌĞ� ƌĞƐƚůĞƐƐ� >ŽƌĚ� ƵŶƟů� ƚŚĞǇ�
ƌĞƐƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞĞ͘�'ŽĚ�ƚŚŝƌƐƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐ�Ăůů͘ 
tĞ�ǁŝůů�Ăůů�ƚĂŬĞ�ƟŵĞ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ŚŽŵĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞƌĞĂĚͲ
ŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ͘ 

�ŶŶĞƩĞ�ZŽǁĞ 

�ŶŶƵŶĐŝĂƟŽŶ͕�ďǇ�>ƵŝŐŝ�'ƵŐůŝĞůŵŝŶŽ͕��ŚŝĞƐĂ�Ěŝ�^ĂŶ��ĂůŵĂǌǌŽ͕�dƵƌŝŶ͕�/ƚĂůǇ 



ϵ 

The following prayer has been submitted from Gladstone, where it is used at Commitment/Recommitment ceremonies. 
Other Mercy Associate groups are welcome to also use this prayer. 

During 2019, most Mercy Associates in Australia attended 
a Safeguarding training seminar. Some Mercy Associates 
were not able to attend because of illness or other commit-
ments, however this is compulsory training for all Mercy 
Associates. The only exceptions are those who are unable to 
attend meetings or undertake any active ministries, which 
may be due to advanced age or illness.  

To provide an extra training option, a ‘self-paced’ manual 
has been developed for Mercy Associates. To complete this, 
Mercy Associates will need to liaise with their Network Fa-
cilitator so that the materials can be provided and the cor-
rect records can be kept.  

Though self-paced, the manual does need a guiding person 
to help, and this needs to be a Mercy Associate who did the  

 
2019 training seminar. The materials needed are the self-
paced manual, the Code of Conduct, the laminated contacts 
list, the record of attendance form and the form to sign to 
indicate acceptance of the Code of Conduct. The training 
will take around one and a half to two  hours and is best 
completed in one session. 

The manual, along with more detailed information about 
how to use it, will be sent by email within the next few 
weeks. It is essential that all Mercy Associates who attend 
meetings or undertake a ministry of some kind complete the 
training by August 2020. 

Carmel Ross,  
Executive Officer 

KƵƌ� ŶĞǁ� ǇĞĂƌ� ďĞŐĂŶ� ǁĞůů� ĂŶĚ�
Ăƚ� ŽƵƌ� ĮƌƐƚ� ŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ�
ǇĞĂƌ�ǁĞ�ĨŽĐƵƐƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌͲ
ǁĂƌĚ� ŝŶ� ŽƵƌ� ͚ƉŽƐƚ� �ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͛�
DĞƌĐǇ� ůŝǀĞƐ͕� ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ�
ďůĞƐƐŝŶŐƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ� ŇŽǁ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĂƚ�
ƐƉĞĐŝĂů� ƟŵĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ǇĞĂƌ� ĂŶĚ�
ďĞŝŶŐ�ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŵ͘ 

,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕� ŽƵƌ� ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐŵ� ĨŽƌ�
ƚŚŝƐ� ƟŵĞ� ŽĨ� ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ� ĂŶĞǁ�
ǁĂƐ�ĚĂŵƉĞŶĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ŽŶĞ� ŽĨ� ŽƵƌ� ǀĞƌǇ� ĨĂŝƚŚĨƵů� ĂŶĚ�

ĨĂŝƚŚ-ĮůůĞĚ� ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ� ǁĂƐ� ŶŽ� ůŽŶŐĞƌ� ǁŝƚŚ� ƵƐ͕� ĂƐ� ŚĞ�
ǁĞŶƚ�ŚŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�'ŽĚ�ŽŶ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϰƚŚ͘ 

�ƌŝĂŶ� K͛�ŽŶŶŽƌ� ĂŶĚ� ŚŝƐ� ǁŝĨĞ� �ĞƌǇů� ŚĂǀĞ� ďĞĞŶ� DĞƌĐǇ�
�ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŽƵƌ�ǀĞƌǇ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĚĂǇƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶĞĚ�ĨĂŝƚŚͲ
ĨƵů�ĨŽƌ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƚǁĞŶƚǇ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕��ĞƌǇů�ƐƟůů�ĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƵƐ͘� 

�ƌŝĂŶ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ŚĂƉƉǇ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ŵĂŶ͕�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ� ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�ĨĂŝƚŚ͕�ǀĞƌǇ�
ŐĞŶĞƌŽƵƐ�ĂŶĚ� ĨƵůů�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ũŽǇ�ŽĨ� ůŝǀŝŶŐ͘�,Ğ� ůĞĂǀĞƐ�Ă�ǀĞƌǇ�
ŽďǀŝŽƵƐ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ŐƌŽƵƉ͕�ďƵƚ�ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ�ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶƚůǇ�ƐĂǇ�
͚ǁĞůů�ĚŽŶĞ�ŐŽŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂŝƚŚĨƵů�ƐĞƌǀĂŶƚ͛�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ�ŚŽůĚ��ĞƌǇů�
ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ŚĞĂƌƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ͘ 

:ĂŶ�K͛�ŽŶŶŽƌ 

 

&RGH�RI�&RQGXFW�&RPPLWPHQWV 

�� ,�FRPPLW�WR�EHKDYLQJ�UHVSHFWIXOO\��MXVWO\��KRQHVWO\�DQG�ZLWK�LQWHJULW\� 

�� ,�FRPPLW�WR�FUHDWLQJ�D�VXSSRUWLYH��VDIH�DQG�FDULQJ�HQYLURQPHQW� 

�� ,�FRPPLW�WR�VDIHJXDUGLQJ�DOO�SHRSOH��SDUWLFXODUO\�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�YXOQHU-
DEOH�SHRSOH� 

�� ,�FRPPLW�WR�DFWLQJ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ODZ��FDUHIXOO\��GLOLJHQWO\�DQG�DV�D�JRRG�
VWHZDUG�RI�UHVRXUFHV� 
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