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embarked on establishing its own groups
at the district level. Each district currently
has its own committee and leader to coordinate their activities. Minivava has invited
Mercy Works to visit them at the district
level to give some skill training sessions
in budgeting, sewing, cooking, men’s and
women’s health, and to raise human rights

Alu Aisi, a Divine Word Missionary Brother and member of the Mercy Works PNG
team, mentors a support group called Minivava, established by and for people
living with HIV-AIDS in PNG’s Eastern Highlands. In a country where HIV-AIDS
is prevalent and there is significant stigma and discrimination attached to the
illness, groups like Minivava are crucial. Alu Aisi SVD, reports.

The initiatives taken by Minivava have
not been easy; the group trusts that Mercy
Works will play an active role in raising HIV
awareness in the minds of the people in the
villages and communities.
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