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Dear Sisters of Merey

Letters to the Sisters of Mercy from the Mini Mercies at Mercedes College




Just recently | read the book ‘Dear Pope Francis’. It was just wonderful reading all the
beautiful letters from children around the world to Pope Francis. It was then that |
realised that | had been given a set of letters from Year 8 students at Mercedes
College who had written letters to the Sisters of Mercy. | thought these letters were
so wonderful that all our Sisters should get the opportunity to read them.

The letters are written by a group of girls (mostly 12 year olds) who have chosen to
be part of the Mini Mercies’ group set up by staff at Mercedes College. The two staff
members responsible for running Mini Mercies, Tania Merrey and Rosemary Wiley,
as an after-school activity, are to be congratulated. The girls meet once a fortnight
for a period of one and a half hours. They do a variety of activities. Once or twice a
year | get invited to talk to the Mini Mercies, so | see at firsthand how the girls
respond. I’'m thoroughly convinced that Mercy is alive and well for many, many
people and for years to come. In the Year of Mercy and the 170" celebration of the
establishment of Mercedes College we, as Sisters of Mercy, know that our young
Mercedes girls are being beautifully integrated into the tradition of Mercy.



Dear Sisters

Thank Yyou for the amnzing space that You have provided
for us Minl Mercles! we really appreciate all yow've done
for our Mercedes College community. without You, Sisters,
we woulol not be here at Mercedes College enjoying ourselves
n a club and celebrating owr school’s 170th history. ([ am
truly inspired by all of your work. The fact that you have
built a whole school community with very Little foundation
money Ls amazing! You are very humble and hearing
quotes from Catherine MeAuley really teaches me how to be
humble and have humdlity just Like you. | hope to one day
become an inspiring feminist Like Yyou!

Annabelle Michelon



Dear Sisters,

Thank you Sisters for this comfortable and cosy place that
Ls in the Mercy Heritage Centre where we coan share o
comfortable cup of tea and a few biscuits amongst the
Lmpressive history of the Sisters of Mercy. Thank you for
all that you have contributed and all that you continue to
contribute to our school, Mercedes College. Bvery day we
Learn how much Catherine MeAuley and the Sisters of
Merey have done for all the men, women and children tn
need tn Australia and elsewhere. \We, as a school, are
greatly indebted to you all for what you have done in the
past to provide us with this history that we are now prowd to
call our own.

Thank You

Elenn Popff-Asotoff




Dear Sisters

L am honoured to be a pavt of the Mevcedes heritage
espectally because it Ls the 170" Anniversary! | am proud
to be a Mercedes Lady and to have the opportunity to Live the
Mercy values. You gave us all of these things and | am
groteful for everything you have done for us. We have
learnt a Lot about Catherine MeAuley and how she put others
before hevself. To celebrate her we drink cups of tea andl
Learin how to be huumble.

Siwaemtg

cLava Fraser

Dear Sisters

Through us bebng tn this Sacred Space You are always
inspiring the Minl Mereles to Live with selflessness and
COMPASSLOW.

Your works have been sustabned in the Herltage Centre
which makes it feel Like Yyou ave always heve with us,
teaching us the message of Merey.

You have sustained the huble, mervelful wessage tn the
Herttage Centre that Catherine McAuley taught Yyou.

Kind regards,

Lueld Croniin



Dear Sisters

| feel very honoured to be bn the same space as You were L. |
am hownoured to be able to be tn the same home, Church and
Lite which was your Convent many years ago.

| might not be o Sister of Mercy as You are, but the Mind
Merey Community come together not as friends,
classmates or enenties, but as Sisters, as onel wWe love and
cherish the ttems you made sacred for us.

wWe Learn how You were treated and your humble Lite as a
Stister as well as what you have suffered for belng a Sister.

We feel Your spirit and the spirit of all past Sisters every
thwme we come together.

Love from

Dawnlela lazzl




Dear Sisters

It means so much to me to be having a cup of tea in exactly
the same place that yow had all those years ago. | am
always filled with veverence and respect every thme | go tnto
the Merey Heritage Centre.

| ave honoured to walk the same halls as all the wonderful
Sisters walked in the past. | am pleasantly surprised when
| hear about all of the wonderful things you do for people
less fortunate than wme. It has wade wme wore grateful. You
have taught me that even when the time Ls dark You can
Just give a Little Merey and it will be Light.

Allece Fo rteg

Dear Sisters

Thank you so much for the heritage of Mercedes College and
the Heritage Centre. It means so much to me that you've
ept many things the same because there's generations of
my family who went to Mercedes College.

This school Ls such an amazing and gorgeous school that
You have created. The Herltage Centre Ls such a humble and
beautitul place especially all the rooms that are significant
to you. Yowve done an amazing job of keeping this a
wonderful place. Thank you.

Lara TODVlﬁg



Dear Sisters

L am honoured to be a pavt of the Mevcedes heritage
espectally in this year of the 170" Anniversary. | am
proud to be a Mercedes Lady and with the help of yow all |
have the opportunity to Live n Mercy.

Every second Tuesday Year € girls tn the Minl Mercles
community share a humble cup of tea in order to celebrate
Cathertne MeAuley. We talk about the Mercy works around
the world and learn also about the heritage of Mevcedes
College. (would Like to thank you for everything you have
done for us. | would Likke to thank you for allowing us to
user the Heritage Centre.

Simemg Ehlana Olivier.

Dear Sisters

L am howoured and grateful to be able to go to the school that
you built and sustained. [t is insplring how you, the
Sisters of Merey, are so compassionate and humble. [t is
hard to believe that without your past actions, Mercedes
wouldw't be the same happy and enjoyable place that it s
today. Thank you for leaving behind such a vich heritage
and a positive example to follow.

Simona Roce



Dear Sisters

Thanks for this amazing space that we are using today.
Without you, we would not be able to be here Ln this
building or even at Mercedes College. You are Lnsplring
women and we apprectate You teaching us how to be humble.
We all strive to Live and Learn bn Your ways and then we
can be like You.

MLa Robertson

Dear Sisters

[ can't even bimagine how hava it would have been to
continue Your work under the conditions you lived in, but
yet, others were still helped before you even thought about
Yourselves.

As part of the Mint Mercles group, I'me still trylng to wrap
my head around the fact that 1 am allowed to sit tn and
enjoy the same space as the Sisters Lived in. How lucky am
17 t's wonderful that You allow people to enjoy the history of
this wonderful building. The way it's kept so neat and
preserved as Lf the nuns are still Living there. To me, Merey
ls just what Mercedles is all about. This year [ am focussing
on betng who | am as a wice person and Living out the
Mercy values. So, thank Yyou for helplng me by setting an
example to follow.

Love Elizabeth Kelleher



Dear Sisters

Lo very grateful that you have Let us use this Sacred
Space, the Mercy Heritage Cenre, for our educational
purposes. The things that we have Learnt and will learn
about our school’s Mercy heritage Ls truly tnspiring to every
Young Lady at this school. Thank you for helping establish
this wonderful sehool and thank you for giving every
Young girl a chance to veach her full potential.

Ayesha Gadsdon

Dear Sisters

Thank you for creating the Merey Heritage Centre. \We are
able to come together as a community in this space that you
created for us so that we can have a comfortable cup of tea
and some biscuits. We all really appreciate this Lovely
building, and we enjoy Learning about Catherine MeAuley,
the Sisters of Merey, and all the Love history you have Left
behind.

Thawnlke you. Alllson Lo

10



Dear Sisters

| want to thank you for continuing the service of Catherine
MceAuley. Your work Ls truly appreciated every day by
everyone. Many young grls ano women grow up
admiring the positive messages that the Sisters of Merey
spread! [ am very thankful for the opportunities You have
glven me. Wishing you all the best for the future.

Amg Salto

Dear Sisters

Mercy and the Mercy Convent are lmportant to me because
they are both a part of my education at Mercedes College.
Mercy ennbles me to learn about the history of our school,
Mercedes College, and all of the amazing work which the
Ststers of Merey did. Through belng a part of the Mink
Meretes ano by exploring the Mercy Convent, | can
reconmnect with the past nuns and understand a bit of what
Life was Like for thew.

”Merag LS more thaw CI/IW/LJCM.” Ccathering MCAML%

Allsha Newton
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Dear Sisters

To me this Mercy Convent Ls very special. It Ls a place where
| can reflect on what Life was Like for the Sisters back tn the
old days. One thing that really shocked wme was that when
You joined the Sisters of Merey, You were not allowed to see
Your family for years. | can't imagine how | would cope
belng Ln the same positions as the Sisters. [ really
appreciate what all of the Sisters have done to contribute to
Mercedes College.

Emltg Davidson

Dear Sisters

You are some of the greatest women ever! You oo such great
things for the community. (have recently joined the Mint
Mereies at my sehool. | have Learnt so much about your
great works. You give so much to others ave truly women of
Merey. It is because of what you have dowe that we have
beew able to have the Herltage Centre. 've Learnt about the
Living conditions Yow Lived tn and [ can imagine how hard
it would have beew for You. You are great vole models for
many girls today.

Chrlstine Nguyen
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Dear Sisters

Lo very prouwd to be a Mercedes Lady preserving the history
of the Sisters of Merey). I've learnt a Lot about how hard it
was to Live tn the Merey Heritage Centre and what you had
to wear. 1 have so many questions to ask as a Mint Mercy.
| hope to one day to meet some Sisters of Merey and fulfil
my eurlosity. L love Llearning about the history of the
Mercy Heritage Centre and | hope to learn much more Ln the
future.

Hannah Nguyen

Dear Sisters

Thank you for all of Your work you have done in the past.
Merey to me means to care or to help one another. Mereedes
College, the school whteh | attend, is celebrating a 170
years. That is a lot of history! 1 think it is amazing that
such a legacy s still continuing on. When | am older [ will
help as much as | can to make sure the legacy Lasts forever!
Thank you. Marisa Rocea
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Dear Sisters

| av honoured to be a part of the 170 Anniversary of
Mercedes College. | could not have beew a part of this history
without the help of you. The school You ereated Ls amazing
and | am so Lucky to be going to Mercedes College. [ know it
Ls a glft to go to Mercedes College and | wish wmore than
anything for every child in the world to get the opportunity
L have. Thank You for allowing us Mini Mercies to learn
about what you have done in this sacred space where You
cavviedt out Your day to day Lives. [now [ need to put every
effort ko my sehool work and [ will try veally havd to do
this. 1 wish you all a very enjoyable year of celebrations
and many happy memories.

Rachael Jade Stevenson
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Dear Sisters

| ave honoured to be a parvt of the Minl Mercles. We come to
the Heritage Centre every second Tuesday and Learn about
the deep history of Mercedes College. [ am very lucky to
Look and walk around the same place wheve You, the
original Sisters of Merey Lived many years ago.

Dear Sisters

Thank you for this beautitul Heritage Centre that we are
able to enjoy wow. This is where we can join together for a
comfortable cup of tea. We can also admire the history of
this wonderful and bnteresting building. Learning about

Cathertne MeAuley has tanght me that Yow should always

Love and help people, no wmatter what. Thank you.
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